The 2025 Home Studio
Setup Checklist

1 Computer & DAW: v Modern CPU (Apple Silicon M3/M4 or AMD Ryzen class) and 32 GB
RAM for large sample libraries and Al plugins. Real-time Al processing
requires substantial computational overhead. Consider that a single Al-
powered vocal processor can consume 15-20% CPU, while immersive

format processing demands exponentially more resources.
v Fast SSD storage to handle multitrack projects.

v DAW of your choice: Pro Tools, Logic Pro, Ableton Live, Cubase,
Reaper, or Studio One. Choose one that supports immersive formats if
you plan to work in Dolby Atmos or Sony 360.

v Optimization tip: disable background updates and turn off
unnecessary network services to reduce audio latency.

2 Audio Interface & S]gna| Your interface is the nerve center of your studio. Look for:

Chain:  Stable drivers and low latency (USB4, Thunderbolt 4 or PCle).

v 48V phantom power and high-quality mic preamps.

v Multiple outputs if you plan to expand into multichannel or immersive
setups. Twelve to sixteen outputs are ideal for a 7.1.4 Atmos system.

v Sample rates up to 96 kHz, but stability matters more than headline
numbers.

3. Studio Monitors: Monitors are the windows into your mix. To choose wisely:

v Decide between near-field, mid-field, or far-field monitors based on
your room size. Near-fields work best in small rooms; mid-fields offer
more bass for medium rooms; far-fields are for large control rooms and

mastering suites.

v Look for a flat frequency response or a curve you trust that will
translate across devices. Avoid consumer-oriented hype.

v Follow the equilateral triangle rule for positioning and keep tweeters
at ear height.
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v Once Installed, calibrate your monitors and the room. It’s very
Important to note that calibration doesn't replace acoustic treatment,
but it complements it.

4 Head phones & Alternative Headphones are no longer just an afterthought. In 2025, many
e . producers mix on headphones and finalize on speakers.
Monitoring:

v Choose closed-back headphones for tracking and isolation;
open-back for mixing and critical listening.

v Look for a neutral frequency response, comfortable build, and easy
serviceabllity.

v Calibrate your headphones with SoundID Reference; it aligns their
tonal balance with your speakers and offers translation curves.

v To make headphone mixes translate, use crossfeed and reference
curves.

5. Microphones & Preamps: You don't need dozens of microphones to produce professional results.
Start with:

v A dynamic microphone for vocals and instruments in untreated
rooms. Dynamic mics are forgiving of room noise and deliver solid
results.

v A large-diaphragm condenser for detailed vocals and acoustic
Instruments in a treated space.

v Modeling microphones are gaining popularity by offering emulations
of vintage mics at a lower price.

6. Acoustic Treatment & No gear upgrade will fix an untreated room. Proper treatment and

: : calibration are the cornerstones of any studio.
Calibration: d

v Bass traps in corners to tame standing waves.

v Broadband absorbers at first reflection points.

v Diffusers in larger rooms to maintain natural ambiance.

v Calibrate your monitors using SoundID Reference. The software
compensates for room modes and frequency-response iSsues,

delivering neutral playback.

v Don't let anyone tell you that software alone is enough - acoustic
treatment and calibration work best together.
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/. Monitoring Accuracy
Tools:

8. Workflow & Ergonomics:

< SoundID Reference

Beyond flat calibration, modern tools help you preview your mix on
various playback systems.

v Virtual monitoring plug-ins simulate consumer speakers, car stereos,
earbuds, and club systems. Use them to spot translation issues before

exporting.

e . SoundlDRe ference Plugin
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v Custom target curves let you personalize the sound of your monitors
while keeping translation under control.

v SoundID Reference’s translation check feature gives you portable
control over your monitor calibration.
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Latency Fiter ~ Safe Headroom

A productive studio goes beyond sound.

v Invest in an ergonomic desk and adjustable stands to prevent
fatigue.

v Use monitor arms to free desk space.
v Label your cables and keep them organized.

v Implement a backup strategy with both local and cloud storage.

v Use an uninterruptible power supply to protect your equipment and
recordings.

These changes don't directly improve sound quality, but they reduce
friction and improve long-term productivity.
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